
Christmas 

My dear Friends, 

One of the most familiar readings from scripture for Christmas is the Gospel of St Luke Chapter2 which we shall read on 
Christmas morning. It begins telling of the Decree which came out from Caesar Augustus ordering that all the world should 
be registered. The ordinary folk of the world obeyed meekly this command from the all powerful emperor to go to their place 
of birth to fulfil his orders. A few words from an omnipotent leader made a huge difference to countless millions of people 
with no regard to the inconvenience it might cause to their circumstances. They had to travel at expense and ill effect to their 
livelihoods and wellbeing. However it suited the purposes of the dictatorship of Rome and its iron rule over many races and 
nations.  

Sadly history has seen many tyrants and despots exercise similar rule in their time. Still today there are places where such 
power is lorded over people for the benefit of those in authority. In the difficult circumstances we all find ourselves today we 
are asked to follow regulations and restrictions however by the government in Wales and in the U.K. which are for the safety 
of us as individuals and our families, and for the preservation of a working National Health Service. Although we may tire of 
these rules, which at the time of writing are being reinstated for Alert Level 2 in Wales, all reasonable people know that we 
must abide by them for the common good and our own health. Short term deprivations we hope and pray will lead to a long 
term better future.  

Our leaders have recently been reminded by many of the cost that these Covid 19 restrictions have brought to families over 
the last two years. Mary and Joseph did not have the opportunity to respond to the difficulties they had undergone and would 
have lived in fear of their Roman and Judaean rulers. The squalor of a stable to bring a child into the world is hardly ever 
represented in the Old Master or Contemporary paintings of the Nativity! This was nothing however compared to the threat 
that came from Herod when he learned of the arrival of the Infant Saviour from the wise men. His reaction was to murder all 
baby boys under two to destroy any potential rival to his throne. Fortunately the Holy Family followed the message which 
came to Joseph and escaped to Egypt as refugees thus avoiding the massacre of the infants.  

It was into these inauspicious surroundings that the Baby Jesus was born. Mary and Joseph had the natural joy and delight of 
new parents, greeted by poor shepherds and wealthy magi alike. It was not long however before they were struggling with a 
stable for a nursery and threatened with death from those in power. Nevertheless they put their trust in God who through 
the message and protection of the Angels who had announced to them the birth of Jesus, also brought them through to 
safety and eventually a return to their home at Nazareth. I do hope that through these dark and distressing times you will all 
feel and know something of the joy of Christmas and be inspired by the loving care of Mary, the dutiful obedience of Joseph 
and above all the miracles of the Infant Saviour born into a troubled world to bring against great odds a message of love and 
peace. May His blessings be with you and your loved ones at this holy time.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


